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Please nte that the strategic approach to sport in the Cotswold District is covered by the Cotswold
District Playing Pitch Strategy Action Plan and Strategic Assessment Report 2017.
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Foreword:
Foreword from Rachel Coxcoefabinet Member for Climate Change amhviFard Planning

One of the findings of the strategy is quite sobering. It is assumed that as a District access to the
countryside and safe places to cycle is a giaed, there is lots of it for us to enjoy. This strategy
highlights that this is not the case. However, the strategy does illustrate that there are many
opportunities open to the development industry, land owners and partners both in the public,
private andvoluntary sectors to make a difference if we focus our minds and work together.

The Pandemic and the Lockdown has had a profound impact on the lives of everyone. The world we
took for granted, and was familiar to us all, changed in a matter of days.

For many of us our gardens and the green spaces around us provided a calm and tranquil
environment we could feel safe in and, for a while, escape the overwhelming new reality.

As we adjust to this new world the importance of the environment and how wedftek it is at the

forefront of our minds. Recently the Council declared an Climate Change Emergency and last year an
Ecological Emergency.

CKS /2dzyOAf Qa / 2N1LIRNIGS aidNriS3e SYyoSRa 020K 27
making the ext version of the Local Plan Green to the Core.

Parks, Open Spaces, access to the countryside and the appreciation of nature have emerged as
increasingly important in this new way of life. There has been a vast number of surveys, across the
country thatsupport this view. The National Trust (NT) Summer Solstice Poll9 found that nearly 70%
of adults in the UK said that spending time noticing nature around them has made them feel happy
during lockdown and that since lockdown interest in nature has rise38bf, particularly in the 25

34 year old age group. However, there is still an urgent need to address the inequalities regarding
access to the countryside for all.

|l 26 SOSNE AG A& y20 2dzad | 00Saa (G2 2diBngthél LI OSa (K
lockdown. Applications for counailin allotments in England have soared during the coronavirus

pandemic. In August, this year, the National Allotment Society (NAS) reported that 40% of English

councils responded to a survey to say thatthey Ba LIS NA Sy OSR | G&A3IYAFAOlI yii
to join waiting lists during April. This has also been reported by many of our own Town and Parish

Councils.

This Green Infrastructure Strategy has been written to support the Ecological Emergenbg and t
update to the Local Plan. Key to the backbone of this strategy is the Building with Nature Benchmark
and the improvements that can be made to our Wellbeing, Water and Wildlife.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who hasrimrted to this strategy.
This includes the Town and Parish Councils in the District, The Cotswold AONB Board, The Cotswold
Water Park Board, The Woodland Trust and Dr Gemma Jerome Director of Building with Nature.

Introduction

Why has the Green Infrasticture Strategy been prepared?
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To direct the design and delivery of green infrastructure in Cotswold District to maximise its
environmental, community and economic benefits. It is a guide for delivering high quality Green
Infrastructure through new devepments, community partnership and land management. It

identifies a number of Green Infrastructuissuesat a District and at a more local scale. A range of
evidence has been used to inform the Strategy and is included in the Strategy appendicess It fo

part of the evidence base for the review of the Local Plan and other new plans and strategies, as well
as providing further detail to reinforce the current Local Plan 20031 and any fiher updates

Please note that the strategic approach to sparthe Cotswold District is covered by the Cotswold
District Playing Pitch Strategy Action Plan and Strategic Assessment Report 2017.

Who is the Strategy for?

0 Developers and their agents,

0 Statutory decision makers and consultees,
0 Town and parish counsil

0 land owners/managers,

0 The general public/community groups.
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1: Overview and Introduction to Green Infrastructure

1.1 What is Green Infrastructure?

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) defines green infrastructure as:
"A network ofmulti-functional green space, urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a
wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities".

Natural England has provided a more comprehensive definition:
GXINBSY Ay TNl dds NaQé afzaiden shated ardIel@uxds, which delivers
multi-functional benefits. Areas of green infrastructure and green infrastructure assets can
be important for their own intrinsic value, such as biodiversity, but can also have a key
connectivity fy Ol A 2 y ¢ @

The Town and Country Planning Association definition helps to add more detail:
GDNBSY AYFNI &0NHZOGdZNE RSAONAOGSE GKS ySig2N] a
walls, verges, street trees, rivers and waterways that are vital to ouscttevns and
villages.
High quality green infrastructure provides a wide range of valuable benefits,
includingA YLINR @SYSy da G2 LIS2 LI S @pportuiftiesdokp@opketol YR Y S
meet friends and neighbourspportunities for children to lear through playmitigation of
the effects of climate changeeduction in floodingreduction in air pollutionincreased
biodiversity;increased economic activitpjaces for active transport e.g. walking and
Ce Ot Ay3td

This Strategy assumes all referesi¢e green infrastructure include both green and blue, i.e. water
related features and infrastructure.

Examples of green (and blue) infrastructure in Gloucestershire include rivers; cemeteries; canals;
sports pitches; orchards; green roofs; parks; opehligi@nd woodland.

Green infrastructure can be considered at a range of scales, from international, such as the Severn
Estuary to the local, such as a pond or a hedgerow around a garden or field.
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1.2. The Benefits of Green Infrastructure

The key envionmental and social benefits have been highlightedas

0 Ensuring a more attractive place for people to live, work and visit, which in turn creates a
greater sense of civic pride.

0 Giving opportunities for outdoor relaxation, play and access to nature.

0 Improving health and welbeingg lowering stress levels and providing opportunities for
exercise.

0 Helping climate change mitigation and adaptation as well as carbon sequestration, for
example by flood alleviation and cooling urban heat islands and planting trees and broader
hedgerows.

0 Improving air and water quality and managing surface water runoff to minimise flood risk.

0 Giving space for habitats and providing wildlife corridors laricages.

0 Providing sustainable transport routegor cycling and walking.

0 Enabling local food productiorin allotments, gardens and through agriculture.

The key economic benefits as

¢

Attracting inward investmenta more attractive area to busineswestors and potential
residents.

0 Attracting increased visitor sperd more attractive area for tourists and visitors.

0 Generating employmentattracting new businesses and residents to the area, increasing
office occupancy rates and increasing the t@mof jobs in the area.

0 Saving environmental costémproving air quality, reducing the urban heat island effect,

filtering diffuse pollution, helping to manage flood risk and storing water during droughts.
Providing health benefitsimpacts on healthtirough improved air quality and surroundings
which encourage activity or active lifestyles and improve mental health anebeield).
Promoting food production enabling increased productivity.

[@]3

[@]3

The key point is that green infrastructure provides a wialege of benefits simultaneously and from
the same area of land.

These benefits have been taken from tBeateqgic Framework for Gl in Gloucestershire

1 Greenlnfrastructure Framework | Gloucestershire LNP
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https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/green-infrastructure-framework
https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/green-infrastructure-framework

1.3 TheAims of the Cotswold Green Infrastructure Strategy
The Key Aims of the Strategy are to:

0 Protect and enhance the GI framework of the District for the benefiiveiyone wildlife

and the wider environment.
0 Ensure that new and enhanced Gl relates to the local character of the area and meets local
needs.
Set out and drive the Gl priorities for the District and in particular for Cotswold District
Council and its key partners.
lllustrate Cotswold District Couhd Qa O2YYAGYSyd G2 GKS Df 2dz0Sai
Partnership Gl pledge and vision for Gl in the County.
Ensure that climate chaegdaptationand mitigation is central to all Gl policies, projects
and initiatives.
Reinforce the measures in the Cotswaltrict Ecological Emergency Action Plan.
Ensure that new development delivers high quality, timely, welhaged and beneficial GI
e.g. through the use of the Building with Nature Benchmark and where poskibieal
Accreditation through the Building thi Nature Assessment and Audit process
9EGSYR YR AYLINRZGS | 0O0S&aa G2 DNBSY LyTNI &l NHz
currently benefit from it directly.
Provide a baseline to evaluate the key Gl elements in the District.
Provide detailed data, mgying and analysis of Gl across the District and beyond including
key shared Gl with neighbouring local authoritieg, particularly within the 17 principal
settlements.
To augment the information, policies and guidance provided within the Cotswold Distric
Local Plan, including the Cotswold Design Code (2018).
Bring open space and play provision issgest{cularlyfrom the 2017 strategy part?2® &
3) “under the overall Gl banner.

O« O« O«

O¢ O«

¢

¢ O«

¢

[@]3

In preparing the Strategy, a range of evidenoeluding maps and data, includispace standards
has been taken into account to develop a set of Gl priorfteshe District and from those an
implementation plan for Cotswold District Court@ls been produced. To deliver on the aims and
priorities of the Strategy many other partree stakeholders and individuals will also have to play
their part. The Council will support action by others both practically and by providing a leadership
role.

There are many Gl projects and initiatives underway both locally and nationally, for extimapl

updating of the GI components of tidational Planning Practice Guidance, the Eonwinental Land
Management Schemé& KS RS @St 2LIYSyid 2F GKS O2dzyieQa bl (dzNB
gain, the renatification of the Cotswold Water Park SitefsSzientific Interest, Rural SuDs schemes,

and many community specific projecigefer to Section 4.1 Community and Partnership Activities

and ProjectsThis Strategy cannot incorporate or predict the outcomes of this ongoing and other

2https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/tnegerid/540@reeninfrastrudure-openspaceand-play-space
strategypart-1-aug2017.pdf
Shttps://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/zsplnte2/5406reen-infrastructureopenspaceand-play-space
strategypart-2-aug-2017.pdf

“https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/mxhjgpa/5406greeninfrastructureopenspaceand-play-space
strategypart-3-aug-2017.pdf
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https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/tnegerid/5406-green-infrastructure-open-space-and-play-space-strategy-part-1-aug-2017.pdf
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/zsplnte2/5406-green-infrastructure-open-space-and-play-space-strategy-part-2-aug-2017.pdf
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/zsplnte2/5406-green-infrastructure-open-space-and-play-space-strategy-part-2-aug-2017.pdf
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/mxhjugpq/5406-green-infrastructure-open-space-and-play-space-strategy-part-3-aug-2017.pdf
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/mxhjugpq/5406-green-infrastructure-open-space-and-play-space-strategy-part-3-aug-2017.pdf

future work; howevethose initiatives and projects will help to deliver the Strategy priorities. It is
important that the Strategy is regularly reviewed and updated.

The Strategy will be of use to a range of organisations and individuals including;

0 Voluntary sector andommunity groups, e.g putting together environmental projects and
grant bids.

0 Developers and their agents, e.g designing new developments in the District.

0 The Council, e.g determining planning applications; developing its next Local Plan and new
strategicinitiatives.

0 Parish and Town Councils, e.g preparing Neighbourhood Development Plans.

0 Residents and visitors, e.g looking for more information about the local environment.

0 Farmers, landowners and land managers, e.g. drawing up and deliverirenagannment
and Environmental Land Management Schemes (ELMSs)
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1.4. The Gloucestershire context for the Cotswold Gl Strategy
Useful Cotswold District Green Infrastructure Facts, Figures and Issues

Wellbeing and Access

There are 89,860 people living in t@®tswold District, of which, 13% of households do not hav
car compared with 26% across England. (Extract taken from the OCSI, generated 19/10/20)
According to the OS 2017 data the total amount of green space provided by Parks and Gard
0.4 % compeed with the England average of 0.8 %. (Extract taken from the OCSI, generated
19/10/20)

80% of the District is within the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Thig
greater coverage by a national landscape designation than any Dikgict in England. However,
the AONB is more than a landscape designation. See page 12.

Dark Skies are a key characteristic of the District and an important Gl factor. Mapping produg
the CPRE in 2016 shows the Cotswolds still has good areak &k, but previous mapping
shows that more than 40% has been lost since 1993.

The District falls within 3 National Character Areas (a landscape classification system led by
England}106: Severn and Avon Vales; 107: Cotswolds; 108: Upper Ti@Eme¥ales.

There are 969.35 miles of Public Rights of Way, which includes the Cotswold Way National T
Monarch Way, Diamond Way, the Millennium Way and the Thames Path National Trail.
There are three Sustrans routes (Cycle Routd$), 48, ancb7 covering 67.76 miles

Total length on road 63.11 miles Total length off road 4.65 miles

The Cotswold AONB Voluntary wardens have created 8%5sieléd walks. They cover a range of
2LI0A2y & F2NJ LIS2LX S FTNRY &K2NI Sl ae NRdziSa
series, easy access routes of up to 6 miles without stiles aesvdanger route for all terrain
mobility scooters. Many start from the Principal Settlements

LYLRNISR LIyl LIFGK23aSya gAff KFE@GS | Kdz3$
example, Ash Dieback.

81% of the District is farmlandosked by approximately 750 active farms. (DEFRA 2019)

The District generally has good air quality. There are only two Air Quality Management Areas
(AQMASs) at Thames Street in Lechlade and the Air Balloon Junction at Birdlip. The Cotswolg
Change Errgency Strategy identifies road traffic as the biggest contributor to pollution in the
District at just over 45%.

The North and South Cotswold GP localities have the oldest populations in Gloucestershire.
proportion of patients suffer from longerm health problems, particularly conditions linked to ag
It is estimated that Cotswold has around 1,500 people aged 65 and over with dementia. This
forecast is to rise to 2,500 by 2030. Comparatively high rates of diabetes are also experience
Didrict. (Understanding Cotswold JSNA 2015)

' LILUINREAYFGStE@ o 2F K2dzaSK2ft Ra t AQS Ay WwC
(Department for Energy and Climate Change 2016)

The averages for the highest prevalent diseases in the CotswatlicDiompared to the England
average are AsthmaCDC 6.7 v England 5.9.

High Blood PressureCDC 15.3 v England 14.

Not above the England average, but still high is

Depression CDC 8.3 v England 9.9.

Obesity- CDC 8.2 v England 9.8.

(Extract taken from the OCSI, generated 19/10/20)

7
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The known benefits of Green Space at a National Level
£2.1 billion per year could be saved in health costs if everyone in England had good access t
greenspace, due to increased physical activity in those spaces.

in Birmingham, the annual net benefit to society of their parks and greenspace is nearly £60(Q
million, which includes £192 million in health benefits

In Sheffield, for every £1 spent on maintaining parks, there is a benefit of £34 in health costs
with local residents being the primary beneficiaries

(Taken from Improving Access to Greenspace: 2020 Review. Public England)

SKAKG COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCIL
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The majority of the district is a surface water and Nitrate Vulnerable Zone(BB8/ZEll as a
Drinking Water Safeguard Zone

There are 51 river bodies and one reservoir

The River Thames, the Thames and Severn Canal and the Cotswold Water Park are in or pa
through the district.

Surface water quality is generally good in the Disthowever theWater Cycle Studstates there
are failures of Water Framework Directive standards. There are some very high concentratid
phosphate, decting the potential for watercourses to achieve good ecological status. The
Cirencester WwTW may require further upgrade to prevent a WFD deterioration for Ammonia
/ 20a62ft R Aa LI NI -Gxférd \Wdtet Reso@ce Zdh& (WRD WhicRig éffersd
flFNBSald 2w¥% Ay ¢KFYSAa INBIF FFGSNI[2YyR2y®
a0NBaaSRQ YR 2yS 2F GKS RNASald NBIAz2ya o
There are 170 lakes, set over 42 square miles formed as a result of mineral extraction in the
Cotswold Water P&t

The watercourses in the District are part of two main catchmeritee Thames and the Severn

20% of surface waters within the Severn river basin have good ecological status or potential
79% of ground waters have good quantitative status. OnlypB8trface waters within the Thame
river basin have good ecological status or potential and 53% of ground waters have good
guantitative status.

The District was severely affected by @@07 floods as well as the recent flooding incident in
December 20/ January 21.

Wildlife

37 Sites of Special Scientific Interest;
Over 260 locally designated Local Wildlife Sites;

The Cotswold grasslands are home to a lang@ber of rare and declining plants including many
species of orchid and other flowers including Pasque Flower and Cotswold Pennycress.Cots
grassland also supports nationally rare butterflies such as the Chalkhill Blue and the Duke of
Burgundy.

Wildflower grassland was created by human activity and has developed since early farmers (
forested areas to make grazing land for their livestock. In the 1930s 40% of the Cotswolds w
covered in Jurassic limestone grassland, today that has fallen tthleas4.5%

Natural England has recently reviewed the boundaries of the Sites of Scientific Interest in the
Cotswold Water Park to better reflect important bird populations.

20,000 birds over winter in the Cotswold Water Park including the Goldeneydar&htew.

8 Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust reserves in the District.

The key habitat types for the District ag@ncient woodland, unimproved limestone grassland,
unimproved and good senritnproved neutral grassland, traditional orchards, wetlands, rivers
streams and standing open water.

There are a range of European protected species found within the District incllatingpecies,
great crested newts, dormouse, otter and white clawed or freshwater crayfish.

There are a number of imported plant patipens that are likely to affect the biodiversity of the
District for example, Ash Dieback.

Approximately 50 % of SSSIs are in an unfavourable condition for a range of reasons includi
guality and poor management. In addition, to the quality statfithe sites, the monitoring of ther
remains an issue.

AL
7
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Cotswold District has a diverse range of habitats, species, important sites and features for
biodiversity. The District has a small proportion of the internationally significant Cotswold
BeechwoodsSpecial Area for Conservation (SAC) within its boundary and Rodborough Common
SACNorth Meadow and Clattinger Farm SAC are within 3 KM of its boundary.

The Local Plan highlights issues regarding the recreational disturbance at Beechwoods SACs and

workis currently in progress to understand the potential recreatiqralssures and whatan be

done to mitigate it.

The District supports a number of nationally and locally designated sites

Designation Number of | Total area of | Percentage
Sites sites of the
District
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SS8tjudes a | 37 468Ha 0.4%
percentage Cotswold Beechwood & Cotswold
Water Park
Localwildlife Sites Over 260 5,027.2Ha 4.31%
Strategic Nature Reserves 67 15,230.2Ha | 13%
Gloucestershir&Vildlife Trust Nature Reserves 8 139.41Ha 0.12%
Local Nature Reserves 2 13.41Ha 0.0115%
Ancient Woodlands. 146 3,566 Ha 3%
Percentage of land within the District covered by priority habitats and wildlife sites
Designation/ Land Percentage of land cover in the District
type
Priority Habitat 11 %

05
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In 2016 the Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership endorsed a strategic framework for Gl in
Gloucestershire. The approach in this framework formed part of the evidence base for the current
Cotswold District Local Plan.

THE STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK FOR GFEASTRUCTURE IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership

VISION
¢CKIG Df2dz0OSAGSNAKANBEQa 3INBSY AYFNI &dNHzOGdNE A a
maximise its contlution to our high quality natural and historic environment, our health and-well

being, our economy, our resilience to climate change and to a better quality of life for all.

And that sustainable economic growth in the county is strengthened by givasm gnfrastructure
the same consideration as other key coumtide infrastructure issues

The framework included a map to show the location of the strategic Gl in the county and how it links
to Gl across the county boundaries. The key Gl featuredenfance to the District are the wider
Cotswold Water Park area (Upper Thames Vales), the Cotswold Scarp and the main rivers that run
NWY/SEacross the District.

The Local Nature Partnership Discussions are reviewing the framework and accompanying map to
complement the Gl work that is going on at the District level and to reflect new county level Gl
related initiatives. Some of these new initiatives have been incorporated into the Cotswold District
Gl Strategy, however others are still in the developmeraggh

Other key strategic Gloucestershire Initiatives

The Cotswold Area of Outstanding Beauty

The National Association for Areas of Outstanding Beauty signed up to the Colchester Declaration.
Under the declaration all AONBs will prepare a Nature Recd®ary For theCotswolds AONRhis

is being developed with the Cotswolds Ecological Network Forum. It will look at nature recovery
from a whole Cotswolds landscape scale perspective and will help itfieridature Recovery
Strategies.

Access and WeBeing
The Local Transport Plan (LTP) 22032 is a living document setting out the transport strategy for
Gloucestershire.

The Draft Gloucestershire Health and Wellbeing Strategy (22090Y has a number of priorities

that can be addressed, & t S ad Ay LI NIX o6& KAIK ljdzt AdGe& DL LI
Fa wmm: 2F a2YS2ySQa KSIHE GK ¢AViIRQ & S dzNg SS\YYHA NRBAY YE Sy
transport, houses, education, and our friends, families and local camties that affect our health

YR ¢St f othk Praft Giodcésiershire Health and Wellbeing Strategy (22090)

S https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/
8 hitps://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transport/

' https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2091568/gcc_25pfnt-health-and-wellbeingstrateqy

summaryversion dev2.pdf
27
W

(
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The Gloucestershire Air Quality and Health stratefggcribes the strategic approach in

Gloucestershire to improving air quality and mitigating its impact on health as it relates to nitrogen
oxides and particular matter. The Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership have be working to steer
the strategy to inorporate wider considerations of green infrastructure and active travel to reduce
harmful emissions, along with endorsing the Building with Nature standards.

Water

A range of projects, particularly looking at upstream rural sustainable drainage approaches are
underway and given that water catchments are not confined to local authority boundaries a wider
scale view is crucial.

Wildlife

The Gloucestershire First Lo&onomic Partnershigfirst LEPalong with Local Authorities in
Gloucestershire, including Cotswold District Council commissione@lthecestersite Local Nature
Partnership (GLNPYo develop a number of maps. The partnership have developed a Nature
Recovery Network and Ecosystem Services map for the County.

Led byEcosulisind working closely witksloucestershire Wildlife Truddtand Gloucestershire Centre

for Environmental Recoréfs the Project has mapped the baseline distribution of existirapgstem
services in the County. The work will help guide {ase and planning decisions, identify
opportunities for investment in the enhancement of natural capital in the County and provide a tool
for delivering positive, integrated benefits for peoplgldlife and the economy, including net gain.
The website is a work in progré$swWhen visiting the site, refresh the site regularly to see the latest
available map tools and layers.

This work wilklso help to deliver on the Lawtgrinciples ofLawton principles of Bigger, Better,

More and JoinedUp. A33ISNE . SGGSNE a2NB FyR W2AYSR ! LJ | yF
OYBANBYYSYG tfl yQas RSS20l G2 YoV AUldMSSy iw Si@2 S NE b S
restore wildlife, and provide opportunities toirdroduce species that we have idsom our

O2dzy i NEAARS D¢

8

https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s52324/Gloucestershire%20Air%20Quality%20and%20Hea
[th%20Straegy%20v.%204.pdf

https://www.dfirstlep.com/

10 https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/

Uhttps://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/

12 https://gcer.co.uk/

13 https://naturalcapital.gcerdata.com/

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402170324/http:/archive.defra.qov.uk/enviremt/biodi
versity/documents/201009spacetr-nature.pdf

W
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https://www.google.co.uk/?gws_rd=ssl#spf=1613478843883
https://www.gfirstlep.com/
https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/
https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/
http://www.ecosulis.co.uk/
https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
https://gcer.co.uk/
https://gcer.co.uk/
https://naturalcapital.gcerdata.com/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402170324/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/documents/201009space-for-nature.pdf
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402170324/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/documents/201009space-for-nature.pdf
https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s52324/Gloucestershire%20Air%20Quality%20and%20Health%20Strategy%20v.%204.pdf
https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s52324/Gloucestershire%20Air%20Quality%20and%20Health%20Strategy%20v.%204.pdf
https://www.gfirstlep.com/
https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/
https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
https://gcer.co.uk/
https://naturalcapital.gcerdata.com/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402170324/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/documents/201009space-for-nature.pdf
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402170324/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/documents/201009space-for-nature.pdf

There are a number of new projects, initiatives and strategies happening, at both a National and
local level, for example, th&loucestershire Tree Stegy*®. Therefore, updates to the strategy will
be required overtime to ensure it remains a living document.

The energing Environment Biff also introduces provisions requiring the development of Local

Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs), based upon this mapping. These tools will support better spatial
planning for nature recovery, by setting out priorities and oppoities for protecting and investing

in nature within a local area. They will also support strategic planning for housing and infrastructure
and help direct net gain investment so that it has the greatest benefit for local wildlife and people.

TheNature Recovery Netwonkapping also forms the first stage in developing natural capital
mapping for the area.

This Nature Recovery Network mapping and analysis will, in time, replace the current
Gloucestershire Nature Map; however this is the best strategic ecological approach available at
present. The Gloucestershire Nature map (hosted ByLtNP) is a strategic approach to showing the
best places to maintain and extend terrestrial habitats at a county scale. The Nature Map identifies
the Lowland Calcareous (Limestone) Grassland, lowland Meadows, Floodplain grazing marsh,
Woodland Mosaic andvers as strategic areas for the Cotswolds.

Gloucestershire Local Nature Improvement Areas

DEFRA define Nature Improvement Areas as:

Gt F NBS o6Ay (i K58,000Eeadred)ydis@ete areas hat,/byitaking a landsysaede
approach, wildeliver a step change in nature conservation, where a local partnership has a shared
Grar2y F2NJ GKSANI yIFddz2NI £ SYy@ANRBYYSyiGod 4

The Local Nature Partnership have designated NE S -R$ 203 v If s &ifRie and/dr L !
adjacent to Cotswold Districgppendix A.pdf

(@]

The Cotswold Scarp.
The Cotswold Valleys.
Cotswold Water Park.

O« O«

The Cotswold District

In addition to theClimate Change Emergendgclared in 2019 andihe Ecological Emergerioy

2020 there a number of documents, which will also contribute@aods the Lawton principles of

Bigger, Better and More Joined Q_awton J, 201QViaking Space for Nature: A review of

9y 3t yRQa 2AfREATFS {DEERR YR 902t 23A0If bSis2N]

The Cotswold District Leisure Strategy is expected to be published in Spihg 2 the strategy
access to the countryside and the outdoors forms a key part.

The Cotswold District Renewable Energy Strategy and the Sustainable Transport Strategy, when
adopted, will also have a fundamental role to play in securing Girdfegistructure in the District.

15 https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/glesee-strategy
I8https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmerbill-2020

17 https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/naturemprovementareas
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https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/glos-tree-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-bill-2020/30-january-2020-environment-bill-2020-policy-statement
https://www.google.co.uk/search?source=hp&ei=DZkrYI2rN4melwSV8hk&iflsig=AINFCbYAAAAAYCunHZ7O8aCz3yiWjolmFTYf_-tdD8_C&q=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalcapital.gcerdata.com%2F&oq=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalcapital.gcerdata.com%2F&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAM6CAgAEOoCEI8BUOYlWOYlYOMuaAFwAHgAgAFqiAFqkgEDMC4xmAEAoAECoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdperABBw&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=0ahUKEwjN5bGBlO7uAhUJz4UKHRV5BgAQ4dUDCAw&uact=5#spf=1613469972710
https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/nature-improvement-areas
https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/nature-improvement-areas
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEp1JmtS3udL7yGPnb5BKk5-S9Ap1Wwt/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/environment/climate-action/cotswold-climate-and-ecological-emergencies/
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/environment/climate-action/cotswold-climate-and-ecological-emergencies/
https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/glos-tree-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-bill-2020
https://www.gloucestershirenature.org.uk/nature-improvement-areas
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1.5 The Key Standards used to shape the Cotswold Green Infrastructure Strategy

Building with Nature (BwN)

Building with Naturé®is a national GI benchmarkahsupports the delivery of high quality GI at all
stages in the development process including policy, design, planning, implementation, construction
and longterm management. It was originally developed by the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust and
the Univesity of West of England with support from a wide partnership including Cotswold District
Council. The benchmark is now, used across the country.

The Cotswold District Gl Strategy has been developed using the Core Standards andllieesfit
themes set at in BwN, to ensure that the Strategy is comprehensive and reflects best practice.
Some of the BwN Standards have been applied to Gl provision in the District. As well as informing
the Strategy, they provide the criteria for those using the Strategy.

Although developers can pay for formal accreditation of their proposals the benchmark is also
available on a free to use basis, with formal accreditation requiring the services of a trained
Assessor. If a development proposal can demonstrate that it nieetBwN benchmark, it is highly
likely that it will meet the requirements of the relevant national and local plan policy.

||||l§ml§

Building
with Nature

There are five core BwWN standards; they distinguish a green infrastructure approach from a more
conventional approach to the degi and delivery of open and green space. The 5 core standards
encompass the following principles:

1. Green Infrastructure forms a multifunctional network, operating at a landscape scale.
Ensures that individual features form and contribute tmaltifunctional network of green
infrastructure operating at a landscape scale.

2. High quality Green Infrastructure reflects and enhances the character of the local
environment.
Ensures that green infrastructure reflects the character of the local envirahared
positively contributes to local identity, landscape character and vernacular, and a sense of
place.

3. The type, quality and function of Green Infrastructure responds to the local policy context.
Ensures green infrastructure effectively meets lquadrities and needs as articulated in
local policy or through consultation with local stakeholders.

18 https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/about
\Wf
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4. Green Infrastructure is resilient to climate change and enhances environmental quality.
Ensures that green infrastructure is resilient to climate chaagd,opportunities for shade
provision, carbon storage, improved soil and air quality, and reduced noise and light
pollution are maximised.

5. Provision is made for lorgerm management and maintenance of Green Infrastructure.
Ensures that adequate provisismmade for how long green infrastructure will be managed
and maintained including the responsibility for these activities and their funding.

In addition to the five core Standards there are the three themed Building with Nature standards for
Wellbeing, Véter and Wildlife.

Standards aim to secure the delivery of health and wellbeing outcomes
through the delivery of green infrastructure features.

(Wellbeing includes access)

Standards aim to provide green infrastructure to effectively ngeeater
quantity and quality, increase flood resilience, and maximise opportunit
for amenity.

Standards aim to ensure that green infrastructure allows nature to flour
both within the boundary of development, and at a landscape scale.

The policies in the Cotswold Local Plan, including INF7 (Green Infrastructure) and EN2 (Design of the
built and natural environment) and the Cotswold Design Code are compatible with the Building with
Nature Standards. The Local Plan is currently undergopagtial review. The review will ensure

these policies will align as much as possible with the National Standards.

1.6 Other Green Infrastructure Standards
There are a range of other-@lated standards that have been developed locally, nationally and
internationally. The current Local Plan (D.66 a) makes clear that:
G¢KS |Y2dzyidx GeLJS YR RSaA3Iy 2F DL &akKz2dZ R 0S8
local standards, guidance and best practice, including the Accessible Natural Greenspace
Standards fom Natural England and the national allotment provision recommendations
FNRY GKS blraGA2ylf {20ASGe 2F !ftt2GdYSyd FyR [
A number of these standards have been used in analysing the data and mapping within this Strategy.
The information irthis section will provide the relevant detail to help developers deliver Gl that
meets all the required standards.

Public Health England and Access to Green Space

In 2020, Public Health produced new guidance for accessing greenspacesepii®dng access to
Greenspace a new review for 23201n the guidance, the importance of the Acsibte Natural
Green Space Standards (ANGSt) still applies.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904439
[Improving_access_to_greenspace 2020 review.pdf

AL
7
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904439/Improving_access_to_greenspace_2020_review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904439/Improving_access_to_greenspace_2020_review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904439/Improving_access_to_greenspace_2020_review.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904439/Improving_access_to_greenspace_2020_review.pdf
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These all present a cumulative opportunity approach to access. Fields in Trust further includes

standards for quality. ANGSt is the most comprehensive, not ottipgstandards for access,
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Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt

Publically accessible natural open spaces play a fundamental role in the effective delivery of the
wellbeing benefits of GlI, faxample, there is robust evidence that access to natural greenspace is
beneficial for mental and physical health. In order to encourage the provision of more natural green
spaces, Natural England developed fieessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ARKGES

National Planning Policy Guidandedference ID:-807-20190721)makes reference to the ANGSt
being applied when assessing green infrastructure provision. The amount of Accessible Natural
Green Space available in the District, has been established using the ANGSt.

ANGSt recommends that everyone, wherever theg, lshould be within easy reach of accessible
natural greenspace:

ANGSt standards

Size of Site Distance from Home

of at least 2 hectares in size no more than 300 metres (5 minute walk) from home
at least one accessible 20 hectare site |within two kilometre of home;

one accessible 100 hectare site within five kilometres of home; and

one accessible 500 hectare site within ten kilometres of home

A minimum of one hectare of statutory Local Nature Reserves per thousand population.

This standard has been applied to open space provision in the District and the data shows that there
is a shortfall in the provision of Accessible Natural Greenspace at all levels.

Other Standards are available and include:
0 The Play Standards,

Fields inTrust Standard and Guidangeutdoor sport, play and informal open space,
Play England Design for Play Guidance,

Allotments StandardsThe National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners,
Woodland Access Standard

O« O« O« O« O

The 2017 Strategy took into considéon and advised, for best practice the use of The Play

Standards and the Fields in Trust Standard and Guidance for outdoor sport, play and informal open

space. Building on these standards this Strategy supports the concept of natural play endorsed by

PPFre 9y3aflyR 5SaA3ay F2NItflFe& WI DdzZARS F2NJ/ NBI (A
In recent years there has been a move to open up the idea of play to more than the traditional idea

of outside play for children. From pieces of specific equipment and locatoriswing play and

associated learning as an activity for all areas not just the playground. The results from the 2017

2https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605111422/http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/e

ast_of england/ourwork/gi/accessiblenaturalgregrasestandardangst.aspx
27
W

(
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https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605111422/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/east_of_england/ourwork/gi/accessiblenaturalgreenspacestandardangst.aspx
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605111422/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/east_of_england/ourwork/gi/accessiblenaturalgreenspacestandardangst.aspx

Strategy demonstrated that play and opportunities for play where not wholly seen as traditional play
areas/groundsippendix B

The Play Standards

The Play Fields in Trust has offered guidance for practitioners on open space provision and design
known as the Six Acre Standard (6AS) most receptigited to Planning and Design for Outdoor

Sport and Play (PDOSP) in 2008. While there is a need for review, given the changes in political,
planning and social landscapes since 2008, the benchmark standards within PDOSP still remain a
useful guidance tool.

The PDOSP seeks the protection, provision and improvements of outdoor spaces for sport and play
and good planning and design is central to the philosophy and objectives. Using this current
guidance will help to ensure that the provision of play is a@efit size to enable effective use; is
located in an accessible location and in close proximity to dwellings; and of a quality to maintain
longevity and encourage its continued use.

Planning and Play New and existing Play areas
Design for OutdoqStandaré |LAPS; Local Areas for Play ( very young children)
Sport and Play LEAR;, Locally Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPS) (for children w
(PDOSP) 2008 go out and play independently)
NEAPSNeighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play (aimed at oldg
children)

The 2017 GI, Open Space and Play Space Strategy identified that there were 40 play areas in the 17
principal settlements. Each of the play areas were assessed as a result of site visits in 2016. The
guality standards used included assessing the mix ofgplpgriences, litter bin provision, benches

and seats, safety of site, parking, dog free area, the location, lighting and disabled é8E&ss.
AppendixC. 17 Play Area Standards 1.gocx

Fields in Trust Standard and Guidangeutdoor sport, play and informal open space
The guidance is based on a broad recommendation that 6 #2ré$ectares) of accessible green
space per 1,000 head of population enables residents of all ages to participate in sport and play.

Play England Design for Play Guidance

Play England Design for Play guide to creating successful play spates

Design for Play includes 10 design principles which are at the core of a fresh;lddsagiproach to
O2YYAAaaA2yAYy3dAZ YR ¢ KAXIKR GFYWBNHRyMJadzZ SR Ay 2y ¢
Y 3dz00SaafdzA LXlFe aLlr O0S Aa | LXFOS Ay AlGa 26y N
should take a holistic perspective on designing for play. Play opportunities should be embedded in

GKS aAGS a I gK2f SdQ

Allotments Standards The National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners

The National Allotment Sociefa G4 6§ Sa GKI G W'y Ffft2GYSyd Aa |y | N
private or local authority landlord, for these of growing fruit and vegetables. In some cases this

land will also be used for the growing of ornamental plants, and the keeping of hens, rabbits and

21 hitps://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17Qs1leL3xsKXZpmOolvMrgNuiyQts

22 http://lwww.playengland.net/wpcontent/uploads/2015/09/desigsfor-play-introduction.pdf
23 https://www.nsalg.org.uk/
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17Qs1leL3xsKXZpm0olvMrgNuiygQts-0
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http://www.playengland.org.uk/resource/introducing-design-for-play-ten-design-principles/
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http://www.playengland.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/design-for-play-introduction.pdf
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bees. An allotment is traditionally measured in rods (perches or poles), an old measurement dating
back to AngleSaxon times. 10 poles is the accepted size of an allotment, the equivalent of 250
square metres or about the size of a doubles tennis court. There should be 15 allotment plots per
Mnnn K2dzaSK2ft RaMbotneft St9ndardtddd9 b 5L - 5

The update to the 2017 Strategy has drawn on the original data regarding allotments. This data has
been used to confirm the importance of allotments in theSBhtegy. In particular, they deliver key
elements of the Strategy, for example, Wellbeing and Wildlife.

(APPENDIXAlotment Standard.dogxXThe resus of the findings highlight the inequality of
allotment provision in the District. Some principal settlements have a deficit and some more than
the suggested standard requirement. The Standard is viewed as a minimum not as a maximum.

The Woodland AccesStandardg Forestry Commission

According to thé“Woodland Access Standafehdorsed by the Forestry Commission), no person

should live more than 500m from at least one area of accessible woodlamalle$s than 2ha in

size. There should also be at least one area of accessible woodland of no less than 20ha within 4km

2F LIS2LX SQ& K2YS&ad ¢KA&A Aa AYGSYyRSR (G2 o6S Fy I &L
assessment is needed in its interpaon. Currently only 18.2% of the population of Britain lives

within 500m of accessible woodland, in the Cotswolds this is 6.3 %. This standard has not been used

in assessing Gl provision within the District as it is, to some degree, covered by thestGad.

24 hitps://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/43913/woodlardndicatorsby-parliamentaryconstituency.pdf

4
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XGBBUhpDD4BkkEZv3HgJYuI68n3VcNy-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.google.co.uk/search?ei=Ot1DXujJNeKf1fAP5aiV2A8&q=woodland+trust+woodland+access+standard+2019+results&oq=woodland+trust+woodland+access+standard+2019+&gs_l=psy-ab.1.0.33i160.8323.13981..16234...1.0..0.81.412.7......0....1..gws-wiz.......0j0i22i30.8LCuiIxMmx8#spf=1581505867667
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/43913/woodland-indicators-by-parliamentary-constituency.pdf

2. Green Infrastructure Issues and Potential for the Cotswold District

These issues come from evidence prepared as part of this Strategy and from other data and
evidence sources. Also refer to evidence in Section 5

2.1 The Strategic G$sues for Cotswold District

Access and Wellbeing led Issues

(0]

O«

(@]

O« O«

To ensure that high quality Gl, is created and maintained, for tinefiteof all,as part ofnew
developments.

To address the lack of accessible natural green space, including allotmerggpogdriately

sized gardensn order tomeet specific local needs.

To create new strategic Gl cycle and pedestrian links, linking up existing settlements and other
important destinations.

To improve access to and create new public footpaths in and arthéngrincipal settlements.

To ncrease play provision, inclding informal play opportunitiesyithin new developments

and elsewhere.

Water Led Issues

O¢ O« O O« O«

O«

To improve the water quality of water courses.

To deliver Hydraenergy projects (particularly those @h may also provide fluvial flood
resilience).

To ensure that SUDS are incorporated within new developments.

To improve the management of watercourses, including their banks.

To deliver upstream new SUDS.

To consider water and its value as a natural and valuable resource at a catchment based level.

Wildlife Led Issues

(0]

O« O¢ O«

O«

To reverse habitat and species loss and fragmentadimh build resilience to climate change
and disease.

To address recreational pressui@sthe Special Areas of Conservation (SACs).

To develop a strategic approach to biodiversity conservation in the Cotswold Water Park.
To implement biodiversity net gain in a way that maximises the outcomes for biodiversity and
Gl more widely.

To ensure that habitats created and enhanced reflect locally important habitat networks.

Planning Led Issues

(0]

(@]

(@]

0

To ensure that the natural environment, natural capital and Gl is fully considered in all
investment decisions relevant strategies and policies, including community planning, the
review of the local plan and strategic level projects and their implementation.

To maximise the contribution that Gl can make to the climate change aggdrata mitigation
andadaptation.

To continue to develop the evidence base to support effective GI provision.

To develop a stewardship model for the management of Gl in new developments.
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2.2 Possible solutions to address Gl issues

The actions required to deliver these posiiiles for Gl in the District are being, and will be, carried
out by a range of partners and stakeholders at the national, county, district and local level. The
possible solutions and research, in turn form the basis of a potential plan for the CotSistidt
Council. Many of the possible solutions will deliver more than one potential element of Gl in the
District.

Gl Potential in the Cotswold District

Wellbeing and Access

Investigate the potential for the creation of new (and particularly mediartarge scale) country o
natural parks within the District
Work with partners, for example the Highways Authority (through the emerging county cycle
strategy) to investigate the potential for the creation of new and enhancement of existing Gl |
strategic cycle and pedestrian routes in the District, with an emphasis on
linking up existing settlements (within and outside the District) and other important destinatio
prioritisingg

Cirencester to Kemble (included in Local Plan)

Kemble to Tetbury(included in Local Plan)

Cirencester to South Cerney, the Cotswold Water Park and out to Swindon

Fairford to Lechlade (included in Local Plan)

The settlements along the Fosseway

Ensuring that as many of these routes asspible are offoad or traffic free
Re-using disused railway lines and canals.

Providing routes that are accessible for all users, including families and disabled aedy
horse riders.

Designs that also increase wildlife habitat connectivity
Thoseroutes that can be delivered through new developments

Encourage the creation and promotion of circular, signed and accessible for all, circular walk
around each of the 17 principal settlements for the benefit of local residents, workers and vis

Encourage the provision of new allotments in all of the settlements.

To encourage landowners to provide opportunities for Gl and natural capital as part of the Gf
Recovery.

Provide better guidance on and encourage the provision of play opportuinitiesw developments
and elsewhere, with a particular emphasis on natural play and play provision that is integrate
across the whole development.

2 KSNB FLIINBLINRF ST NBOASg GKS YIylF3asSySyi
contribution to the Gl network and to climate change adaptation and mitigation

Work in partnership with landowners and other key stakeholders to improve the water quality
water courses and to deliver Hydrenergy projects (particularly those that may also provide flu
flood resilience)

Ensure that SUDS are considered from filnst point of developer engagement with the Council,
emphasising not only their water management role but also their potential to deliver biodivers
and amenity benefits.

\Work with riparian owners and other partners to improve watercourse managémen

2]
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Support and work with key partners to minimise recreational pressures on the Cotswold
Beechwoods SACs and North Meadow/Clattinger Farm SAC.

Work with partners to produce and implement a biodiversity strategy for the Cotswold Water
Work with partners to prepare nature recovery network mapping and an Nature Recovery Str
for Gloucestershire, that is fully reflected in District level policy and strategy.

Ensure that habitat gain achieved through any Distigginsing projects atsdelivers on wider Gl
objectives.

Investigate how Biodiversity Net Gain can best deliver wider Gl objectives and whether there
case for delivering Net Gain at a higher level than mandated nationally.

Planning

Ensure that the current Gl policieschdesign code principles are met and delivered in new
developments

Ensure there are mechanisms in place for the management of new or enhanced Gl from the
stages of design to ensure high quality management, community involvement and that the
mechansm for stewardship will deliver on aspirations.

Review the success of the current local plan policies and Gl principles; amending them wher
necessary as part of the local plan review.

Ensure that the review of the local plan, including new allocatirsrevised policies (including g
revised Cotswold Design Code) fully considers better alignment with the Building with Nature
benchmark and any emerging Natural England Gl standards; the Gloucestershire Nature Re
network, other new legislation,qglicy and guidance and that they form part of an overall natura
capital approach.

Consider how Gl issues can be highlighted within the site allocation process, for example by

including the Gl on and offsite requirements for each proposed developmerdrsitevithin the

relevant policies.

Encourage the provision of new accessible open spaces through the local plangedrsidering

GKSOGKSNI I aOFff F2NJ aAdSa¢ FT2NJ adzOK I NBI &

appropriate.

Consider bw any new cycle or pedestrian routes could be included in the review of the local |

and how funding from development, for example via CIL, might be achieved.

Highlight the importance of the consideration of the natural environment, natural capitaGdnd

within Neighbourhood Development Plans; for example by providing

0 Gl mapping

0 Analysis of Gl mappinglooking for opportunities to enhance and connect &il.evidence
paper and policy template for NDPs on Gl and the natural environment

(@]

Review thecurrent evidence base for the designation of Special Landscape Areas ang
update where necessary.

(@]

Investigate the carbon sequestration potential of GI, comparing different land uses and habit{

Work with Highways England and other partners to maxirtiiseopportunities for the A417
(Missing Link) project and any related projects to deliver Gl benefits.

A
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Work with the LNP and Duty to Cooperate and other partners to review the Strategic Framew
Gl in Gloucestershire.

Ensure that the Clsterton Strategic Development delivers on its aspirations to provide high qt
Gl (that meets the BWN benchmark).

Encourage the ecologically appropriate planting of more trees and woodland and rewilding p
to address climate change. Ensuring thids occurs in the design and creation of areas where R
benefits are maximised.

Review and Monitoring Actions.

Monitor the success of the Gl strategy; review newdHted initiatives and review the Gl strated
as necessary.

285
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2.3 DeliveringPotential Gl in the 17 Principal Settlements

In addition to actions at a District level, consideration has been given to Gl actions that could be
delivered at a settlement level, focusing on those larger principal settlements where development is
most Ikely to come forward. These were derived from the existing Local Plan or came forward as
part of the 2018/19 community consultation. These actions are detailed within this section.

Other settlements in the District are likely to have similar actiordf@mpriorities. Preparing further
Gl mapping and undertaking additional community consultation with those settlements will help to
identify these. A useful way to achieve this would be via the NDP process.

Proposed Gl for the 17 Principal Settlements

South Cotswold Principal Settlements

Cirencester

Wellbeing Water Wildlife
Gl in the Adopted |Provision of additional play space an
Local Plan facilities for children and young

people;

Improvement of the functionality,
amenity, safety, biodiversity,
environment and attractiveness of ci
bank;

Improving pedestrian /cycle linkages
between Chesterton, the
Amphitheatre and the town centre.

Cycling infrastructure in Cirencester,
including improvements to Tetbury
Road and London Road corridors.

Locally prepared Glimprove noncar access to open Enhance the Improve school
ideas spaces. Daglingworth and hospital
stream grounds for
wildlife

A2l

o

A
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Down Ampney

Wildlife

Gl in the Adoptedimprovements to footpaths in and around
Local Plan the village, including a pedestrian crossin
the village centre

Improvements in links to The Folley and
Down Ampney Pitts, and existing pocket
parks;

Contributions to, a new natural open spag
or pocket park.

Locally prepared Improve enhance new routes to amenity (Improve the
Gl ideas areas and consider activities to increase |Ampney Brook
their use

Survey and
improve
habitat for
swallows,
house martins
and swifts.

Fairford

Wellbeing Water Wildlife

Glin the Adopted|The route for the multuse path fromimprovements to the
Local Plan Fairford to Lechlade along the form|provision of footpath
railway to be safeguarded; and cycle links betweer
The provision of land for allotments|Fairford and the
riverside, the Cotswold
Water Park and canal

route;
Locally prepared |Improve access to Gl to the south ¢Enhance the river bank|improve habitat
Gl ideas the town and around Fairford Park (for wildlife for hedgehogs
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Kemble

Gl in the Adopted
Local Plan

Wellbeing

Improvement of bus and cycle
links between the village and
Kemble Enterprise Park
Provision of a safe footpath
between Ewen and Kemble.

Water

Wildlife

Locally prepared G

Enhance existing walking routegCreate more small

Improve local green

ideas including Thames Path ponds space and recreatiof
ground for wildlife
Lechlade
Wellbeing Water Wildlife

Gl in the Adopted
Local Plan

The route for the multguse path from
Fairford to Lechlade along with the lin
of the former railwaywill be
safeguarded; and

Installation of a new footbridge over tf
River Thames ;

Improvements to the public realm at t
entrances to Lechlade and the town
centre;

The regeneration of the riverside area
a prominent gateway to the town for
tourist, lesure and retail related uses,
taking into account the potential flood
risk.

Locally prepared G
ideas

Improve noncar routes to Coln Countr
park

Create new
habitats for
water voles,
otters and
newts

Improve local green
space for key specie

&% COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCIL
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SouthCerney

Wellbeing Water Wildlife

Gl in the Adopted |A new and improved cycle path
Local Plan from Cirencester, the Cotswold
Water Park and the Duke of
Gloucester Barracks.

Locally prepared Glimprove links to playing fields |Investigate Enhance biodiversity
ideas reinstating tributariegat the golf club
Tetbury

Wellbeing Water Wildlife

Gl in the Adopted

Local Plan
Locally prepared G|Extend the railway path towardgimprove riparian Improve school and
ideas Cirencester habitats along railwahospital grounds for

and Avon wildlife
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Mid Cotswold Principal Settlements

Andoversford

Wildlife
Gl in the Adopted |NA NA NA
Local Plan

Locally prepared GlLink up school and neviReuse water ruroff  |Improve bankside quality fo
ideas housing area. Create (from Parish buildings |wildlife
new allotments

Bourton on the Water

Wellbeing Water Wildlife

Gl in the Adopted |NA NA NA
Local Plan

Locally prepared Glmprove norcar accessimprove river corridor§increase resilience of specig

ideas to Greystones nature |[for wildlife by creating new areas for
reserve wildlife
Northleach
Wellbeing Water Wildlife
Gl in the Adopted |Improvements to the |[NA NA
Local Plan market Place
Locally prepared GIEnhance greering Improve riparian Improve wildlife value of
ideas around town for norcarhabitat along river Fortey woodland
access

g% COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCIL
NS Page |33













































































































































